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July General 

Meeting  

Lingering 

doubts 

Deb Drummond & 

Janice Teunis 

 

Thursday, 21st July, 2016, 

7:30pm 

Ambulance Museum  

Auditorium 

(Cnr Cedar Street and Tingal 

Road, Wynnum) 

A gold coin donation would 

be  appreciated.  Raffle 

tickets also available: $1 

each or 3 for $2 

 Thank you to  

Rosin Burrell, Nena 

Robertson & Min Carrington 

for providing supper this 

month. 

Donations of $2 and over to 

the 

Wynnum Manly Historical 

Society Inc  

are tax deductible. 

 

Greetings….and welcome to our July newsletter. 
 I trust that this finds you both well and enjoying 
 life. Only a couple of weeks now until we join with 
 Brisbane Cruises for our boat trip to the Gold  
Coast on Sunday 24th July. Although I haven’t  
previously been on this particular cruise, I know 
several people who have, and have heard only good reports about it. 
We will certainly be seeing parts of Moreton Bay that I have never seen 
before, and I am looking forward to it very much. It’s hard to believe 
that there are over 300 islands in the bay, and we will be seeing a good 
number of these. Here’s to a fabulous days outing, and may we all 
enjoy our day on the “Lady Brisbane.’ 
 
At present I am reading Daphne du Maurier’s very well researched 
biography of Branwell Bronte, the hapless only brother of the talented 
Bronte sisters who gave us, among others, the popular novels of “Jane 
Eyre” and “Wuthering Heights.” It was while reading this that I came to 
the realisation that, in this year, Branwell’s sister Charlotte would have 
celebrated a most significant anniversary – the 200th anniversary of her 
birth on 21 April 1816. 
 
The Bronte family of English novelists were the daughters of an 
Anglican clergyman, Patrick Bronte. They were brought up in the 
village of Haworth on the Yorkshire moors. Their mother died at an 
early age of cancer in 1821, leaving Patrick with six children under the 
age of eight years. Charlotte [21 April 1816 – 31 March 1855] attended 
the Clergy daughters school with her sister Emily and subsequently 
taught school and also served as a governess. 
 
She and Emily made an unsuccessful attempt to open a school. Her 
novel, “Jane Eyre”[1847], was a powerful narrative of a woman in 
conflict with her natural desires and social situation. This gave a new 
truthfulness to Victorian fiction which the middle class at that time 
found very confronting! It was followed by “Shirley” [1849] and “Villette” 
[1853]. Charlotte ended up marrying her father’s curate and died soon 
after at the age of 38. 
 
Emily Bronte [30 July 1818 – 19 December 1848] was perhaps the 
greatest writer the three sisters,   even though she only produced one 
novel, “Wuthering Heights”[1847]. This was a highly imaginative story 
of passion and hatred set on the Yorkshire moors. Although not a  
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success when first published, it later came to be 
considered one of the finest English novels ever 
published. Soon after its publication, Emily’s health 
began to fail and she died of tuberculosis aged just 30. 
Anne Bronte wrote two novels “Agnes Grey”[1847] and 
“The Tenant of Wildfell Hall”[1848]. She also died of 
tuberculosis at the age of 29. 
 
Although all of these novels are well read and enjoyed 
by readers today, it is interesting to note some of the 
comments made by reviewers in the mid nineteenth 
century. They were called “vulgar” by an audience of 
middle class readers who were not ready to see the 
truth behind the writing,  which portrayed the foibles 
and weaknesses of the society in which they lived.  As 
Arthur Pollard put it in his beautiful book entitled,”The 
Landscape of the Brontes”: 
 

“Nobody before had written like the Brontes; 
nobody since has written like them. In due time 
it was revealed that nobody had lived like them. 
Out of their books and lives the Bronte legend 
took its birth.” 
 

Until next month, best wishes. 
Jan Parnell. 

Society Tours in 

2016 

Keep these days free! 

Waterway Tour  on 24 July 2016 

Cruise to the Gold Coast 

with Brisbane Cruises ñLady Brisbaneò 

Depart from Fort Lytton and cruise down 

through Moreton Bay and amongst the 

islands of Southern Moreton Bay to 

Southport. 

Admire beautiful clear waters, pristine 

white sand peaceful waterways abundant 

wildlife, prestigious homes and resorts.  

We meander through over 300 

uninhabited islands.  We sail through the 

exciting Broadwater, passing ñSeaworldò 

with the active ñvolcanoò, Tipplerôs 

Resort, the Sovereign Islands, Couran 

Cove and Jumpinpin Channel.  You may 

see wildlife such as dugongs, dolphins, 

black swans and turtles. Your expert 

Captain will entertain you with a 

knowledgeable commentary for the 

duration of the cruise. Return to Fort 

Lytton by coach.  

$80 for Cruise, Morning Tea, Lunch and 

coach trip back to Fort Lytton.  

Departing Fort Lytton at 9.15am 

Please contact Jill (3393 3208 or 

jill01@tpg.com.qu) for bookings. 

Saturday 17 September 2016 

STEAM TRAIN TO CARNIVAL  OF 

FLOWERS 

On SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 

2016, the train will  depart Roma Street 

Station at 6.55am and arrived in 

Toowoomba at 11.30am , lunch is not 

included in the price ($140.00 per 

person), but lunch can be pre-ordered for 

an extra $30 (see below), alternatively 

you could purchase sandwiches and hot 

or cold refreshments on the train.  There 

will  be a short tour of the gardens and we 

will  then be returned to the city centre to 

watch the procession.  We will  then 

return to Roma Street Station by coach. 

 

Please contact Deb Tearle with EOI 

ASAP  

mailto:jill01@tpg.com.qu
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Resource Centre Report ï June 2016 
¶ “The History of my House”  

     This is one of the most regular requests and usually relates to the  
older houses in the district.  Enquirers are often new arrivals in the  
district and tell of a statement by their Real Estate Agent that the house  
is “over 100 years old”. 
    In the last month we have received two requests.  Jackie Luscombe  
would like to know the story of 112 Stratton Terrace.  Georgia Fleischer 
 believes her house was one of the original farmhouses in the district, probably the first 
house in New Lindum Road. 
   Both enquirers were provided with the Brisbane City Council publication “Your House has 
a History.  Keys to unlocking its Past” and a Society information sheet to fill in with the data 
they collect. The BCC booklet can be found at  www.brisbane.qld.gov.au    Search: History 
House. 
    The Resource Room only holds house histories that we have collected over the last 15 
years and many of these have been contributed by members.  Do we have the records of 
your house?  Whether an old Queenslander or a more recent construction, any new 
information will be welcomed.  You may have photos taken in former days. You may know 
details of former owners. Your neighbours may be able to assist. 
    Please contact me if you can help.     

¶ The Wassell Family 
After the talk at the June meeting about the history of the Wassell brothers of the Brisbane 
Water Police, based at Lytton, member Peter Hughes decided to contine the history of the 
family and brought in an article, (found by hs daughter) about Corydon Wassell.  
Unfortunately this Wassell was born on the 4th July 1884 in Little Rock Arkansas USA. He 
served in the United States Navy in WWII and gained the Navy Cross.  He died in 1958. 
Could this be a long lost cousin whose ancestors also originated from around Portsmouth, 
England and decided to emigrate to America rather than to Australia? 

¶ Harold Eric Paton 

The “Where am I” question in May featured Harold Paton’s water fountain at 
the Wynnum Golf Club.  Lynette Rothwell has provied us with details of Harold, as recorded 
in the Telegraph of Saturday 2 January 1943: 
 “Mr Harold Eric Paton of Melville Terrace, Wynnum Central, who was for 30 years on 
the staff of Dalgety and Co Ltd, died early this morning in a private hospital at Wynnum 
South after a short illness. 
     The late Mr Paton who was 47, was looked upon as a conscientious executive.   His work 
had to do principally with the overseas shipping of wheat.  He was well known to the wheat 
and prouce trade. 
       During the last war Mr Paton gave the benefit of his organising ability to a number of 
bodies working for patriotic purposes. 
       In the Wynnum Golf Club Mr Paton had filled every executive position, including that of 
secretary from 1926 to 1931 and from 1936 to the time of his death. 
    Mrs Paton survives her husband.  His brother, Mr W T Paton lives in Durban, South 
Africa.  There are three sisters, Mrs W E Hutton of Yeronga and Misses A J and L M Paton 
both of Wynnum.”   

Till next time,    Jill 
 
        
  
 

 

 

       

http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/
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New Foodmarket opens 
on Thursday 
G. J. Coles & Coyôs 
Building is modern 
     Tomorrow, Thursday, November 8, will see 
the opening of G. J. Coles & Coy. Limited new 
Food Market in Edith Street and Florence Street, 
Wynnum.  Wynnum was chosen by G. J. Coles 
& Coy. Limited as the site for the companyôs 
first food market in Queensland.  It will have a 
total area of 12,500 sq. ft. and will provide car 
parking for 120 cars. 
     Among the many modern features offered in this 
new streamline food market is a snack bar; fresh 
meat, cut on the premises; a special garden annex 
and a kiddies play pen. 
     Speaking about the new Food Market, Sir Edgar 
Coles, Controlling Managing Director of G. J. Coles 
& Coy. Limited said: 
     “This is our first venture into true supermarket 
retailing in this State.  An indication of the faith that 
we have in the potential of Wynnum as a growing 
shopping area, our Company has invested no less 
than £175,000 in this supermarket and we are 
planning to construct similar markets in the future at 
Stafford, Mt. Gravatt and Aspley, which will form 
the basis of a chain of Coles Food Markets in 
Queensland.” 

 
 
7,600 SQ. FT. OF SELLING 
     The selling area of the Food Market occupies 
a total of 7,600 sq. ft. and is most attractively 
layed out and decorated. 
     There are two main customer entrances, one 
near Florence Street and the other near Edith 
Street and in the spacious lobby area seats are 
provided for customer comfort. 
     The selling area is entirely self service and there 
are six check-outs, three of which are motorized 
with moving belts. 
 
 

 
 

In November 1962, over 50 years ago, Coles opened on the site of the old Star Theatre. The “Herald” 
provided a full-page spread, announcing the arrival of the first Food Market in Queensland. 

 
 
 
 
 

     The selling area contains five 33 ft. long 
gondolas, two special fruit and vegetable counters 
and two confectionery islands.  Along the rear wall 
is located the refrigeration cabinets containing fruit 
and vegetables, dairy produce, frozen foods and 
there is a special service section for delicatessen.  
This allows customers to receive individual 
attention as far as continental foods are concerned. 
 
MEAT CUT ON THE PREMISES 
Also located at the rear of the supermarket is the 
meat room and all meat is freshly cut and pre-
packed on the premises immediately behind the 
meat room.    
Mr C Bruntflett, a qualified butcher, who is in 
charge of the meat room, will be assisted by two 
female assistants and any special cuts required by 
customers will be taken care of. 
     Deliveries of meat to the Market are placed onto 
a special meat rail and conveyed immediately to 
the cool room, where all meat is stored. 
FRESH CAKES AND PASTRY 
    Another interesting feature of the supermarket is 
the cake counter, which stocks a full range of fresh 
cakes and pastries, baked daily in Penneys 
Bakehouse under the special supervision of Mr 
Tony Fassler. 
SNACK BAR AND REFRESHMENTS 
     A practical and welcome innovation is the 
inclusion of a snack bar in the new Food Market.  
This has seating for 11 people and the menu offers 
an interesting range of drinks, including Malted 
Milks, Milk Shakes, Soda Drinks, Fruit Drinks. 
     There is also a wide range of ice creams and 
sundaes and snacks include hot pies and pasties, 
toasted raisin bread, toasted crumpets, scones, 
toasted sandwiches, assorted sandwiches, apple 
slices with ice cream, sponge slices and tea or 
coffee. 
     Customers will welcome the opportunity to relax 
and have a snack during their busy shopping tours. 
     Just near the snack bar is the entrance to the 
special garden annex which contains a wonderful 
range of shrubs, seedlings and all garden requisites 
including tools and flower pots etc.  The garden 
annex has wire mesh walls on two sides to allow 
plenty of fresh air and natural light to reach the 
plants. 
     Another very attractive section is the two fruit 
and vegetable counters which offer a complete 
range of fruits and vegetables and tropical fruits, 
freshly delivered daily and pre-packed on the 
premises. 
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     Coles are also well known for their delicious 
confectionery, which is beautifully displayed on two 
island counters located near the snack bar. 
     On the Florence Street side of the market is 
located the variety section where a comprehensive 
range of Coles Variety Merchandise, together with 
a frock rack area, adds a touch of the unusual to a 
food market. 
COLOURFUL ATMOSPHERE  

     The store is tastefully decorated with pleasant 
pastel shades and particular use has been made of 
multi-coloured foam plastic signs.  The lighting is 
twin fluorescent tubing throughout with special 
incandescent lights over the meat and other 
refrigerated cabinets.   
The floor is covered with blue and white diagonally 
striped vinyl tiles and ventilation is assisted by large 
ceiling fans. 
     Tubular steel trolleys are available for customers 
to use and their purchases are packed into special 
cartons.  For their convenience two other special 
features of customer service is the parcel pick up 
area where customers may have their purchases 
placed in their car and the other feature is a 
children’s play pen which is full of sand and 
contains a see-saw, slide and swings for kiddies’ 
amusement while mother is shopping. 
ADEQUATE PARKING 
     Adequate parking facilities of the new Coles 
Food Market.  Speaking about this aspect, Mr Syd 
Hamilton, State Manager for G. J. Coles & Coy. 
Limited, said: 
     ”Access to our parking area can be obtained 
from Florence Street, Tingal Road and Edith Street.  
The parking facilities, which cater for 120 cars, 
surround three sides of the Food Market.  Two 
large pylon signs, reading Coles Food Market, have 
been erected at the Florence and Edith Street 
entrances.” 
     “Access to the main customer entrances is 
made easier by a walkway which surrounds the 
perimeter of the building and which is covered by 
the eaves, allowing protection from the weather.” 
     “There will be a total staff of approximately 40 
people, the majority of whom have been drawn 
from Wynnum and surrounding districts.” 
     “The Manager of the Food Market will be Mr 
Laurie Barnett, until recently Manager of Coles 
variety store at Lutwyche” Mr Hamilton concluded. 
SPACIOUS STOREROOM AND STAFF ROOMS 
     Approximately 4,800 sq. ft. of space has been 
allocated to the storage of goods and staff rooms 
and offices. 
     

The goods receiving bay is located off Edith Street 
and goods are stocked in stock racks or stored in 
special cool rooms. These include a fruit and 
vegetable cool room, together with a preparation 
area, the meat cool room and pre-pack room 
previously described. 
    Cool rooms for frozen foods and delicatessen 
and a special preparation room for delicatessen 
goods.   
Variety merchandise is stored in stock racks. 
     Along the rear wall of the storeroom is a 120 ft. 
long conveyor belt to facilitate the easy handling of 
goods to the various storage points. 
ATTRACTIVE STAFF ROOMS 
     Over 500 ft has been allocated for staff rooms 

and amenities, which include a girls dining room 

and facilities for eating, including a hot water urn, 

stove, crockery, cutlery etc. and dining ingles.  

There is a locker room and coat cupboard for girls 

and a men’s room.  The toilet block is serviced by a 

septic tank. 

     Speaking about his experience in the retail 
trade, Mr Laurie Barnett said: 
     “I am very thrilled with the thought of managing 
such a wonderful new supermarket and I know that 
when customers arrive on Thursday morning they 
will be stepping into a new world of shopping with 
literally thousands of £’s worth of value packed 
specials in all departments. 
     I know our customers are going to enjoy, in 
addition to our wonderful food range, the facilities of 
a snack bar, garden annex, parcel pick-up and 
children’s play pen.  Those customers who are 
enjoying the good value and excellent service 
offered by Coles variety store in Bay Terrace can 
be sure of equally fine attention to all their food 
needs in the new Coles Food Market,” Mr Barnett 
concluded. 
 

Wynnum Herald 07.11.1962 

 

 
Artists Impression of new store 
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You will have heard that WMHS was successful in winning a Brisbane Council History Grant to conduct 
an oral history project.  We are calling this project Bayside Stories, and soon you will see posters and  
postcards appearing around the suburb to promote the project.   
One of the exciting aspects of this project is the formation of a group called The Story Collecting Team.  
This will be a group of people who meet regularly to discuss, learn and share all aspects of story 
recording, including things like how to use your phone or iPad for recording, how to scan photos, what 
to ask people and what to do with the stories after you have recorded them.  Interviewing people can be 
a bit daunting, so this group will provide moral support and give people confidence to be involved in this 
really worthwhile project.  People who do not wish to interview can also come along and join in behind 
the scenes.   
                                Most of all this group will be an opportunity to meet new people and have              
                                  some interesting conversations and a few laughs as we share our      
                                   experiences.  
       

Do you think you might like to be involved?  Maybe you have children, 
grandchildren or friends who might like to be involved.  Please come 
along to one of our meetings, visit our website or like us on Facebook… 
Story Collecting Team Meeting : Saturday 23rd July, 10am-12pm 
AND Wednesday 3rd August, 12-2pm.   Wynnum Library Meeting 
room.  Morning tea provided. 

www.baysidestories.org 
www.facebook.com/baysidestories 

Please call Sharee if you have any questions 0408232158 

 

Oneteen and Twoteen  

With the number 12, eleven captures an odd spot, linguistically. While all the other numbers (excluding zero to 
ten) seem to follow a formulaic pattern, these two τ at first blush, at least τ aǊŜ ƻǳǘƭƛŜǊǎΦ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ άммέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
άƻƴŜǘŜŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ άмнέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ άǘǿƻǘŜŜƴΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΚ  
While you may think that the words emerged from a base-12 numbering system τ think months of the year, 
hours in half a day, or inches in a foot τ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ  
ά9ƭŜǾŜƴέ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ōŀǎŜ-мл ǘŜǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŜƭŜǾŜƴέ ƛǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƻǊŘ άŜƴŘƭŜƻŦŀƴέ 
όǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ άŜƴŘ-lih-ŦŜƴέύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  
DŜǊƳŀƴƛŎ άŀƛƴƭƛŦΣέ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ǿƻǊŘΥ άŀƛƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ  
άƻƴŜέ ŀƴŘ άƭƛŦέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƭŜŦǘΦέ ό¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƭŜŀǾŜέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊƻƻǘΦύ /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘΣ άŀƛƴƭƛŦέ 
meaƴǎ άƻƴŜ ƭŜŦǘΦέ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴƛŎ Ǝƻŀǘ ƘŜǊŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ aƛŘŘƭŜ !ƎŜǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭƻŎƪΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
in units of ten τ ōǳǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǾŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ άŀƛƴƭƛŦέ τ άŜƭŜǾŜƴΦέ  
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘǿŜƭǾŜέ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ άǘǿŜƭŦέ ƛƴ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ άǘǿŀƭƛŦέ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ 
DŜǊƳŀƴƛŎ ǊƻǳǘǎΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǘŜƴέ ƛǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪǎΥ άŜƭŜǾŜƴέ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άǘŜƴ Ǉƭǳǎ ƻƴŜέ 
ŀƴŘ άǘǿŜƭǾŜέ ƛǎ άǘŜƴ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘǿƻΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŘǳƻŘŜƴŀǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎ.  
CƻǊ мо ǘƻ мфΚ ά¢ŜŜƴέ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŦ-explanatory. And no, we 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΦ .ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǘŜŜƴέ ŀƴŘ άƭƛŦέ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ 
the same time τ probably around the year 900. The antiquity of these terms makes it impossible to determine 
the reason for certain. 

http://www.baysidestories.org/
http://www.facebook.com/baysidestories
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REMINISCENCES      
  
 
     TEACHING AT WYNNUM  
             CENTRAL STATE SCHOOL 
 
From our Secretary:  Lena McCreadie 
 
I arrived at Wynnum Central, from Scotland, to take up a 
teaching post in Wynnum Central State School, in August 
1974 after the “Ekka” holiday. 
 
The outside of the large red brick building took me back to 
Scotland of the 1940’s as it was like so many schools I remembered from my childhood. 
This first impression served me well because I had to refer to it often once I started teaching. 
 
My first shock came on the first day, when I was taken aside by a senior lady member of staff and told, in a 
kindly fashion, that women teachers did not wear trousers or sandals at Wynnum Central. 
The “why not “ was never really explained, it just wasn’t the “done thing”. 
 
In my first week, I was given a Year 6 Class to teach.  Mr Leggatt, the usual teacher, was at a Football Camp 
with the Senior Football Team. 
The classroom was on the top floor. It was a large classroom with high windows, double wooden desks with 
lids and metal frames and a map of the world on one of the walls.  Exactly like the classrooms of my Primary 
School years. 
This was August, and the light began to fade mid-afternoon.  Being a cloudy day the room became quite dark 
so I asked a pupil sitting near the door, to switch on the lights.  The boy stared at me in amazement.  I 
thought I had better modify my Scottish accent and speak slowly then repeat the request. 
There were no lights in the classroom nor in any other classroom!  I soon found out there was no hot water 
either.  Only cold water taps in the staffroom kitchen and in the toilets. 
 
The following week I was taken to wooden buildings, the Infant School as it was known then. 
I loved the wide wooden verandahs with the “port” racks and because we were high up from the ground we 
had lovely bay breezes coming in and through the classroom windows.  With no fans we were much luckier 
than the big brick building which could get very hot. 
The holes – about the size of a 20cent coin - in the wooden floors of the buildings puzzled me but Rene, my 
cleaner, told me that they were there to let the water out when the floors were hosed in the school holidays. 
 
In 1974 the Infant Teachers were, Miss Cameron and Miss Hollyman, Mrs Carter and Mrs Manthey. 
I was replacing Mrs Manthey – Year 2, for a term while she was overseas on long service leave. 
I was amazed to hear the children and the teachers refer to the cupboard as the “press”.  I had not heard that 
term since I was a child when my granny used it.  The word “port” that was used for the school bags/satchels 
and for the racks on the verandahs, was a shortened version of “Portmanteau”. 
These old words had lingered on into modern usage. 
 
I discovered in my second week in the Infant Dept. that you did not evacuate the class onto the verandah and 
send for the teacher next door to come and help, when a child reported a spider in her desk and it turned out 
to be the BIGGEST spider you had ever seen!!  No, it was harmless, “just” a Huntsman, and you were 
expected to get on and move it. 
 
It was a hard job to prevent the little children shedding their shoes and going about barefooted at the earliest 
opportunity, even in the colder weather.  There was always a basket of “lost” footwear. 
When my parents came out from Scotland for a holiday, my father was horrified that some families were so 
poor the children didn’t have shoes!  I had to explain the culture difference to him. 
 
The teaching content and practice was much nearer to “what and how” I had been taught in the 1940’s in my 
village Primary School than the content and practice I had used to teach in Scottish Primary schools in the 
Sixties and Seventies. 
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In the Infant Dept. in Wynnum Central State School the Queensland Reader was still used although Janet 
and John, Dick and Dora, Nip and Fluff, were making an appearance. 
The Queensland Reader brought back many fond memories as it was identical to the  first Reader I had in 
Year 1 in Larbert Primary School, 1942. 
Not too surprising, as the Queensland Education System had been built on the Scottish Education System  
which was always a centralised system, unlike the English System which could vary from county to county. 
 
When I went to find paints for an Art Activity I was given jars of red, blue and yellow powder, ground so finely 
it was like dust.  Trying to mix this powder with cold water to make paint was a near impossibility.  The “paint” 
always turned out to be pale and watery with powdery lumps floating in it!   Still we managed. 
 
In the 1980’s things began to change.  Teaching supplies were updated and modernised. We eventually got 
Electric lights and overhead fans.  The content of the curriculum became more like the curriculum I had been 
teaching in Scotland in the Seventies.  Things moved forward. 
 
What did not change, however, was the great community spirit Wynnum Central always had –shared by staff 
and parents - and the commitment of the staff to the children in their care.  I was proud to be a teacher at 
Wynnum Central State School for 19 years.    
 
Lena McCreadie.    February 2016.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Supper Roster 
 

ñFort Lytton at Nightò is a unique promenade theatre 
performance, using sound and light to bring Fort 
Lyttonôs colonial fortifications to life. Come and 
experience the fort as though it were still operational. 
Be transported back in time and around the world as 
you follow the story of decorated First World War hero 
Raymond Augustus Stanley. Stanley was born in 
Brisbane and served at Fort Lytton prior to being sent to 
Gallipoli and then the Western Front. 
Bookings are essential: Contact the national park office 
(07)3393 4647 
or email fort.lytton@npsr.qld.gov.au 
Dates: Most Friday evenings – call them to check. 
Time: 6:30 for 7:00pm. Being on time is essential. 
Performance finishes at 8:15pm. 
Ticket Prices: $30 per adult. $25 concessions and groups of 
15 or more. 
Payment on the night: Cash or cheque made out to “Fort 
Lytton National Park”.  

 

 
I went to this show 

this week and it is 

excellent!  Highly 

recommended - 

Sharee 
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Where am I? July 2016 

 Jill Greenhill, librarian 

Series EARLY DAYS 

Volume 9 No. 18 

 

 

 

 

 
For more of Myrtle's Early Days series... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Where was I? May 2016 

“Culterfel”, on the corner of Oceana 
Terrace and Kooralgin Street, Manly was 
built by Mr James Gibson, manager of 
the Bank of MSW, Iswich, maybe as his 
summer house, in 1883. He died in 1910. 
Mr J H Hart , a station owner from 
Blackall, purchased the property in1912 
and lived there until 1925. Then 
Archbishop Duhig purchased the 
property for the Catholic Church.  After 
considerable renovation, the 
Presentation Sisters moved in in 1940 
and finally left the building in 2015. Now 
the building is a private residence. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
PPlaque above the front door 
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Wynnum Manly Historical Society Inc  

Minutes of General Meeting held in the Ambulance Museum Auditorium 
 on Thursday 16 June 2016  

The meeting opened at 7.30pm with 28 members present, 7 apologies and visitors, Gwen Brewer, Valda Tull 

and Maggie Stott.   

 

President Jan Parnell commented that Stan Laurel was born on the day in 1890, Henry Ford, of Ford car fame, 

in 1903 and the Pepsi Cola trademark was launched, also in 1903. 

   

New members: Lynette Rothwell and Carol Corless received their badges. 

 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of Meeting of 19 May 2016, were accepted by Lyn Shanks, seconded by Myrtle Beitz.   

Correspondence:  Lena presented the correspondence.  Items were accepted and endorsed at the committee 

meeting held on Thursday 5 May 2016. 

 

Treasurers Report: (Sandy) 
 BOQ  A/c No.   20139708  1 May 2016 ï 31 May 2016 
  Opening Balance at 1 May 2016   $35,331.90 

  which comprises:  

  Everyday and Grant Account 

  Opening balance at 1 May   $3,126.43 

  Income  $7083.60   Expenditure     $1215.60  

  Closing Balance at 31 May 2016 $ 11,809.39  (Everyday     $4,857.38)  

                (Heritage Grant $6,952.00)    

  and Websaver Account at 31 May 2016 (Inc. Interest $38.40)    $29,428.92 
  TOTAL FUNDS  at 31 MAY 2016  $41,238.30 

This report was presented and approved at Committee Meeting on Thursday 2 June 2016.  

 

Resource Centre: (Jill)  The ñWhere was I?ò plaque is mounted on the wall of Culterfel, a house recently 

renovated in Oceana Terrace and formerly a convent of the Presentation Sisters. 

 

Tours:  More members were available for the Cruise to the Gold Coast on Sunday 24 July 2016.  Cost will be 

$80.00, travelling with òBrisbane Cruisesò from Fort Lytton.  Passengers will be returned by coach, from 

Southport to Fort Lytton.  Names of possible participants were requested to be able to make a tentative 

booking. 

 

General Business: 
Notice was made of the new BCC Heritage Room now open in the new Wynnum Library and the continuation 

of the talks on the last Thursday of the month.  Speaker this month on Thursday 30 June at 10,00am  will be 

Jessica Stroja from Ormiston. 

 

Speaker: 

Jill Greenhill filled in for Jan Parnell with the story of the two Wassell Brothers from Portsmouth England 

who were heavily involved with the Water Police on the Brisbane River.  

 

The Door Prize was won by Carol Careless, the Raffle by Lynette Rothwell and the Members Draw by 

Laurima Rabe. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.   Many thanks to Jan Aplin, Melissa Champley and Deb Tearle for a delicious 

supper.          Jill Greenhill (Minute Secretary) 
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Our  Committee... 

President: Jan Parnell     33966001 president@wmhs.org.au 
Secretary: Lena McCreadie    33934393 secretary@wmhs.org.au 
Treasurer: Sandy Liddle    32074467 treasurer@wmhs.org.au 
Librarian: Jill Greenhill    33933208 library@wmhs.org.au 
Speaker Co-ordinator: Myrtle Beitz   33964711 events@wmhs.org.au 
Membership Co-ordinator: Sandy Liddle  32074467 membership@wmhs.org.au 
Newsletter Editor: Mitchell Parsons   0448522403 newsletter@wmhs.org.au 
Supper Co-ordinator: Deborah Tearle  33969697 supper@wmhs.org.au 
Publicity Officer: Deborah Tearke   33969697 publicity@wmhs.org.au 
Welfare Officer: Ellen Coupland   38991326 coupland@bigpond.net.au 
Coming events: Sharee Cordes   0408232158 oralhistory@wmhs.org.au 
Plaques and Memorials: Noela Stratton  33960069 
 
 
Life Members: Myrtle Beitz, Jill Greenhill, Noela Stratton 
Late Life Members: Merv Beitz, Jack Sands, John Davies. 
Patrons: Cr Peter Cumming and Joan Pease MP.                     Friends of WMHS: John McIntyre 

Regular Volunteers and Helpers 

General Meetings 
Afternoon set up: Col Brown, Jill Greenhill, Myrtle Beitz 
Welcome at Door and raffles: Ian Wheeler, Mitch Parsons 
Bring and Buy: Ellen Coupland 
Kitchen Co-ordinator: Margaret Mack 
Supper Co-ordination: Deborah Tearle 
Raffle Prizes: Sandra Wheeler 
 
Newsletters 
Editor: Mitch Parsons 
Printing: Courtesy of Cr Peter Cummings 
Distribution (email): Mitch Parsons 
Distribution (mail out): Jill Greenhill 
 
Resource Centre 
Volunteers: Ian Wheeler, Ian Kennedy, Col Brown, Myrtle Beitz, Dawn Wilkins, Heather 
Langston, Margaret Bulloch, Ellen Coupland, Denise Cogill, Jan Parnell 
Research Enquiries: Jill Greenhill, Ellen Coupland 
 
Tours. 
Planning and Co-ordination: Jan Parnell, Jill Greenhill, Lena McCreadie, Ellen Coupland, Deb 
Tearle 
Booklet: Jill Greenhill 
Bookings: Sandy Liddle at General Meetings and Resource Centre staff each weekday 
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Events July 
Date Venue Description Booking  
Until July 
24 | 9:00a
m - 4:00pm 
  

óGathering 
Strandsô ï 
Exhibition 
 
Redland 
Art Gallery, 
Cleveland 

Fibre and weaving work has a long 
and enduring history in Indigenous 
cultures, and the exhibition covers a 
broad range of mediums and themes 
to highlight continuous cultural links to 
fibre-based traditions.  

Free 

Until 
August 28 

Museum of 
Brisbane 

Facing World War One: Stories of 
loyalty, loss and love. 
Featuring new work by Facing 
Australia, experience intimate and 
untold stories from the First World War 
that reveal the daily reality and 
emotional impact on the loved ones left 
behind in Brisbane. 

Free 

July 4 -
 November 
9 | 10:00a
m - 5:00pm 
 |  

Facing 
World War 
One: 
Stories of 
loyalty, 
loss and 
love 
Museum of 
Brisbane 
 
 

Tracing letters sent from the front line 
through the War Office to back home, 
Facing World War One: Stories of 
loyalty, loss and love captures the 
poignant voices of the family and loved 
ones of enlisted soldiers. From the 
touching account of a hopeful mother 
in search for news of her missing son, 
to a wife’s plea to have her husband 
return home, discover first-hand the 
real relationships shaken by the trials 
of war. 

Free 

Friday, 
July 15, 
2016, 1 ï
 2:30pm  
 

Introductio
n to family 
history 
 
Wynnum 
Library 

Learn how to search for your ancestors 
online. Beginners and more 
advanced participants welcome. 
Bookings required. 
A Brisbane Libraries iSkills workshop. 
 

Free. Bookings required. 
Phone Wynnum Library on 
07 3403 2199 to reserve 
your place. 

Thursday, 
July 28, 
2016, 10 ï
 11am 
 

Digitising 
your print 
photograp
hs and 
printing 
your digital 
ones 
Wynnum 
Library 

Do you have photographs languishing 
in boxes, never to be seen? Or hidden 
on your computer where you never 
look at them? Learn techniques for 
digitising your print photos and making 
your digital photos more accessible. 
Presented by local history librarian, 
Kate Harbison. 
 

Free. Bookings essential.  
Phone Wynnum Library on 
07 3403 2199 to reserve 
your place. 
 

Until Dec 
31. 
2pm-4pm 

Chermside 
Historical 
Precinct,  
61 
Kittyhawk 
Drive, 
Chermside 

First Ashore: The 9th Battalion in 
World War One. 
Visit the First Ashore Display to 
discover details about the “Fighting 
Ninth” Battalion of WWI. 
Men from the 9th were first ashore at 
the Gallipoli landing on 25 April 1915. 

Free 
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Wynnum Manly Historical Society Inc. 

PO Box 318 
Wynnum QLD 4178 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wynnum Manly  Historical  Society inc. 

Our aim is to gather and record local history before it is lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit  us online  at:  www.wmhs.org.au  

Membership application forms are available from the Resource Centre 
at the Old Wynnum Central State School. 

 
Membership costs per year (1 January to 31 December) 

 
Single $15.00   Family $25.00   High School Student $5.00 

 
PLEASE NOTE: There is a joining fee of $10.00 per person. 

http://www.wmhs.org.au/

