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Wynnum Manly  

Historical Society Inc  
“Our aim is to gather and record local history before it is lost.”          

www.wmhs.org.au         ABN 49 071 835 845 

NEWSLETTER  June 2026               Vol. 18. No. 3 (182)

June General Meeting 

THURSDAY  18 June  2026 

6.45 pm for 7.00pm start 

Wynnum Ambulance Centre 
Corner Tingal Road / Cedar Street 

 

 "History of Wynnum to 1925"  
  

compiled by  
 

Member 
Chris Seymour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wynnum Town Hall  1921 

 
Raffle.  

 
Lucky

 

Door

 
  

Refreshments

 
 

Gold

 

Coin

 

Donation

 
 

Visitors

 

welcome

 
 

Bring and Buy this month.  
  

 

At Meeting. June 18 2026. 

We always welcome  home-
made items, jams and chutneys, 

biscuits and cakes. 

Small portions.   Most items:  

$2 or $3 

Chris Seymour 
 

Chris was a mining engineer with experience in 
Africa, Chile, Australia and the US. He is a 
Fellow of the Australasian Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgy.  
  
Chris  has an interest in local history. He has 
written the Wynnum chapter of a forthcoming 
book about the 20 local government areas that 
became Brisbane City Council in 1926.  

The Resource Room will be open on 
Saturday 27 June from 10am - 12 noon  
for those persons who are not able to 

visit on a week day.  

Privacy safeguards: 

  As the Minutes of the monthly General 
Meetings are published on the Website, the  
Committee has decided not to place the 
Minutes in the Newsletters as this may be in 
breach of the respective privacy law 
regulations. However any members wishing to 
read the minutes may do so, on request to the 
Secretary. 

 If any member does not wish for  their name 
to appear in print on any Wynnum Manly 
Historical Society document, please let a 
member of the Committee know.  
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Big Changes to Bay Terrace in the 1950’s. 

Today Bay Terrace is undergoing change. We look back to an article in a Wynnum Herald of  1956.  

Erection of modern buildings for Bay Terrace 

By MURRAY HULETT, Correspondent to the Wynnum and Manly Chamber of Commerce 

     The first Arcade, Woodforth’s Arcade, was to be constructed on the site of Woodforth’s garage and petrol station.  This 
Arcade was opened in August 1957.  In 1958, a second arcade, Zelda’s Arcade opened, nearly opposite, with six high class 
shops, constructed for Mrs. Fabian. This Arcade is still here today, though the shops have deteriorated in appearance inside the 
arcade.   
     Mrs. Boden, a local chemist, was to construct 3 modern brick shops on the corner of Edith Street.  Her building housed Bare 
Traps Shoes and now is the home of Ocean Reality.  The National Bank on Bay Terrace is now a dentist’s practice. 
     Most adventurous was the idea of building public toilets underground. Ingleston had burnt down in 1947, the front garden 
and tennis court, facing onto Bay Terrace  were to open as the Civic Centre in 1958. The public Wynnum Library opened in 
1977 to be bulldozed down in 2015 for the building of  residential apartments. The toilets were to be constructed underground 
into the bank of land on which the boarding house had stood where there was a steep slope down to Akonna Street.  This plan 
never eventuated. Now the site is completely filled with the 4 storied 
”Enclave” residential development. 
     As you read the article you will realise that building styles have renewed 
every 50 – 60 years. At the beginning of 1900’s the Terrace was developing,  
gradually adding timber shops with awnings over the footpaths.  
      The great revival came in the 1950’s with brick being the preferred as the 
predominant building material, though mostly shops of one storey. Now, 
post 2015, we see the growth of high-rise buildings – 5 - 8 storied mixed 
residential commercial towers with shops on the ground level. 
     Now the next phase –  So what is your guess as to the replacement of 
buildings in Bay Terrace in 50 – 60 years time? 
 
Jill Greenhill.   2026. 

  Bay/ Charlotte intersection.   2018                                                                  

     Rapidly expanding Bay Terrace shopping centre, which has taken on an almost completely new face in the 
last couple of years, shows even further signs of the fast moving times, with the proposed addition of several 
new modern premises which are planned to begin construction in the immediate future. 
     Mrs E A Boden, whose pharmacy at the corner of Edith Street was only recently modernized, plans to begin 
construction at once, of a block of three modern shops in brick and extending down Edith Street from the corner. 
The National Bank have disclosed their intention of erecting a new and modern bank premises on the site of the 
existing bank in Bay Terrace. 
     Perhaps one of the most interesting moves is seen in the proposed erection by Mr R J Woodforth of a modern 
shopping arcade on the present site of is garage and workshop.  The workshop, it is reported, is to be moved to the 
top end of Bay Terrace, adjacent  (Berrima Street) to the service station. 
     A large emporium, erected by Messrs Charlie Mills and Sons, is now almost ready for opening on the site 
between the post office and Edith Street.  This emporium is said to be one of the most modern of its kind in the 
metropolitan area. 
     Last week the City Council’s plans were announced for an expenditure of some £6000 for the erection of 
divisional offices and toilet accommodation at Bay Terrace. 
     This suggestion was viewed with some alarm, until enquiries revealed that the proposed building is to be erected 
on the Akonna Street corner of the council’s land on the corner of Bay Terrace and Charlotte Street. 
The Chamber of Commerce fully recognises the immediate need for divisional offices and ladies’s rest rooms in or 
near Bay Terrace, but are most adamant in their opinion that the place for toilet conveniences is underground. 
On this site the slope of the ground lends itself admirably to this purpose and the Chamber will lose no time in 
drawing the attention of the council to this fact. 
     Further enquiries elicited the information that the council proposes to 
erect a block of shops on the Bay Terrace frontage of this allotment.  This, 
in spite of the Lord Mayor’s recent assurance to the Chamber that the 
frontage of this land would be passed back to competitive trade in the near 
future. 
      One is tempted to question the wisdom of the council entering into 
speculation of this nature, particularly when private enterprise is clamouring 
for more space on Bay Terrace. 
      It will be interesting indeed to ascertain just what class of business the 
council plans to cater for with the erection of these premises and also if the 
council proposes to enter into competitive trading in the Wynnum district. 
 
Wynnum Herald.   15 August 1956.       Transcribed by Heather Langston      Bay/Charlotte intersection 2012 
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First Nations History 

embraced by Wynnum Youth. 

National Sorry Day 

Commemoration Ceremony, 

May 26th  2026.  

As part of National Reconciliation Week 

(25 May - 2 June 2026), a National 

Sorry Day Commemoration Ceremony 

was held at Breakwater Park, Waterloo 

Esplanade on 26 May 2026. This year 

school representatives from four local 

schools gave a speech about their 

understanding of the indigenous history. 

Some of them expressed their pride of 

aboriginal ancestry. The MC of the 

ceremony was a  student from Wynnum 

State High School. 

It was reassuring to see that the young 
generation of our community embraces 
the past and builds an inclusive society 

for their future. 

The venue was one of the new Wynnum Heritage Trail stops, 

where visitors will be able to learn about indigenous history. The 

list of Trail stops will be officially released when the project is 

completed in June. We thank Councillor Alex Givney for her 

work to pass our history onto future generations. 

Breakwater Park,  
Waterloo Esplanade 

“Laggan House”   

 Gumdale  Historical Museum 

A lovingly restored Depression-era tin shed . Located in 
the rounds of Gumdale Progress Association Hall at 

737 New Cleveland Road, Gumdale 
Opens on 1st Saturday  

of every month (except Dec and Jan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 4th July2026 
Featured Display:  Children’s Books 

(During School Holidays) 

     Wynnum-Manly   (Progress in 1923)            From TROVE 
Manly and Wynnum report a continuance of visitors from the country districts. Several have made purchases of properties, 
and are erecting up-to-date homes. Local agents report excellent business. Improvement in the style of buildings is most 
noticeable. 
Messrs. Irvine and Sons have just completed the erection of three commodious shops. An early start is likely to be made 
with the erection of the new post and telegraph offices.  The Federal Government has approved a grant of £3080 for this. 
Efforts are being made by the committee of the Wynnum Centre Ambulance to secure the erection of a two-storied ambu-
lance station on modern lines. 
 

Daily Mail.  Sunday 18 February 1923. p.13.  
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At the General Meeting  held on 16 April 2028 May, Aunty Chrissy gave an illustrated talk about  

Growing Up in Moorooka Aboriginal Camp 

At the May meeting, First Nations author Chrissy Hansen-Doherty (Aunty Chrissy) gave an inspiring talk on the 

experience of her mother growing up in the Moorooka camp on Brisbane’s southside. 

Her mother, Aunty Sue Hansen, had been born in Netherby, near Maryborough just before the start of World War 

2. When she was four years old the family had travelled by train to Coorparoo. Two years later they moved into 

the Aboriginal camp at Moorooka, in and adjacent to present day Toohey Forest Reserve. 

Aunty Chrissy showed a slide with a map of some of the dwellings in the forest. There were about 200 Aboriginal 

families in the camp, which existed from the mid 1930s through to the 1960s. 

Aunty Chrissy showed a number of photographs of the camp, including one of the tin shack tin in which the 

family lived. Aunty Sue Hansen’s grandfather, Charles Richards, had built this shack. The photographs had been 

taken by Aunty Sue’s uncle, Charles Junior, who was a keen photographer. He possibly used a Brownie box 

camera. Charles had constructed a darkroom in the back of the shack to develop his photographs. 

Close to the hut, Grandfather Charles had cultivated a veggie garden. As well as the vegetables he grew rosellas, 

and would make a delicious rosella jam - when sugar rationing (in place from 1942 to 1949) allowed.   

In the open land nearby was a sacred waterlily pond. As a young girl, Aunty Sue would gather lilies with her best 

friend and sell them to supplement their income. Aunty Chrissy had written a poem to recall this time. The first 

verse goes: 

 

In the open country where the land was alive with water, 

sky, and story there once rested a sacred waterlily pond. 

Still and reflective, it held the ancient memory within its 

depths. Pink waterlilies, vibrant with life, would rise gently 

to meet the sun and close with the fading light 

 

Aunty Chrissy noted that the pond no longer existed on the surface, but its 

spiritual presence still lay in the ground. 

In the mid 1950s the family left the camp and moved  into a Housing 

Commission home in nearby Acacia Ridge. Here Aunty Sue met her future 

husband and she was married in 1954 at age 16. 

 

The married couple moved in with the husband’s family in a house on Sibley 

Road, Lindum, which was where Aunty Chrissy and her two brothers were born. 

In due course, Aunty Chrissy attended Wynnum Central State School. She 

remembers those years in Lindum as very happy with the extended family. 

Later, Aunty Sue and her family were able to move into their own home in 

Sunnybank. 

Auntie Chrissy has written a moving book about her mother’s experiences called 

“A Forgotten History - Moorooka Aboriginal Camp.” The book includes many of 

Great Uncle Charley’s photos. Aunty Chrissy is passionate about telling her story, 

First Nations History, which is not known to many people. 

 

 She donated this book to our Resource Room. Aunty Chrissy’s book was also donated to the local schools who 

participated in the Sorry Day ceremony. Aunty Chrissy has two other books. Contact Chiharu to buy copies. 

           Thank you, Chris. 

The Lily Pond 

Presdent Tom and Auntie Chrissy 
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 Queensland State Archives 

Compton Road, Runcorn 

 
 
My wife Adrienne and I took part in a backstage tour of the Queensland State Archives organised by Brisbane Living 
Heritage. We were shown around the preservation, storage and assessment areas that are not usually accessible to the 
public. These areas are in a secure part of the building and we had to undergo ID checks and be escorted.   
 

This was the first time any non-official group had been taken through so it was a new experience for the staff. 
 
As you can imagine old paper files/books stored in cardboard boxes in cellars or sheds or attics for fifty or more years 
are not in good shape when they arrive. Before items are assessed they are placed in a quarantine area and frozen to 
kill any mould / insects / lizards etc. We were shown the preservation area where assessed documents are  restored 
with any deterioration halted. The major problem with documents and objects is mould. Mould and mould spores are 
on nearly every document delivered to the Archives.  
  
Items are examined and tests done to identify what is affecting them. Then a treatment can be prepared and carried out. 
They are ideal nesting places and food sources for all types of vermin and pests. Our Queensland climate and the 
Archives location amid bushland also pose risks. Geckoes, cockroaches, paper lice and flying termites are major 
problems. So stopping an infestation from entering is vital. Once in, the collection items are kept at a constant 
temperature and low humidity. The photographic storage repository is kept at a lower temperature to reduce 
deterioration of film and prints. Damage can be halted but some boxes of documents when opened contain nothing but 
confetti and termite residue.  
 
Other problems are insect infestations, lizards/rodents, their droppings, water/fire damage. Insects eat mould and 
mould spores. Lizards and spiders eat insects who eat the droppings of the lizards. So preventing the arrival and 
survival of pests is an important part of the Archives work. No food or drinks are allowed into the work areas to 
reduce the chance of damaging items or providing crumbs etc for unwanted visitors.  
 

 
 
The tour was very enjoyable if you like seeing how things are done in the back rooms. Be prepared for a cool, dry and 
dimly lit experience. 
                                                       Thank you, Duncan 

The Archives have 17 repositories, 1-12 and 14-18. Whoever designed the Archives must have been a 
triskaidekaphia sufferer. We were shown several repositories including the map room. We also visited the digitisation 
area where documents, registers and maps are digitised. The Archives has the capacity to copy items of all sizes. It 
will take a long time to digitize the collection as we are finding with our own collection. 
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DEDICATION:  Ancient Stained Glass from Ypres, Belgium. 

 

On  Sunday 7 June 2026, member Chris 
Seymour attended  a dedication ceremony 
for glass rescued from the ruins of the 
medieval St Martin’s Catholic Cathedral in 
Ypres, Belgium, in 1916. 
  The glass had been donated to St John’s 
Cathedral by Sgt Jim GARVIN’s grand 
daughter, Mrs. Janace Stevens, aged 92 
years. 
 Unfortunately Sgt GARVIN, was  killed in 
action in April 1917, aged 29 years. 
Sgt. GARVEN had stored the remnants of 
the glass in his leather pouch and is said to 
have intended to mount the glass in the front 
door of his house when he returned to his 
family in Australia.  

 

Another speaker, during the dedication ceremony, was James Donaldson, a researcher from the University of 

Queensland, whose speech was very well presented and informative.  Chris asked Donaldson if he would consider 

speaking to our group on a topic relevant to Wynnum and Manly. His answer was  “Yes.  Would love to come and 

speak with you, perhaps some time in 2027. Perhaps the story of Private Gilbert DAVENEY who was living in 

Wynnum  when he retuned after the war.”  

A Wynnum resident, Col Daveney was a regular visitor to the newly opened Wynnum Manly Historical Society 

Resource Centre in 2002.  We are working to find a connection? 

“Real Men would have scoffed at softened, sanitized toilet paper!” 
NB.  Sewage/Sewerage is the effluent (waste).  The Sewerage system is the system of drainage through sewers. 

Adelaide was the first city to introduce a functional water-borne sewer in 1881 and, by 1955, had 75% of the city 

                suburbs sewered. 

     Sydney had the first sewer-designed scheme in 1886 and 50% of households were sewered by the beginning of 

                   WWII. (1940s) 

         Melbourne, Australia’s largest city, was known as “Smellbourne” before the first houses  were connected to 

              a sewer in 1897. 

            BUT BRISBANE, still had ‘night-soil’ collections until the late 1960s. 

     In Brisbane, in 1960, a report was tabled commenting on the increase in the cases of Hepatitis in non-sewered areas. 

     The next year, in April, Alderman Groom announced that the “City Council Citizen’s Municipal Organisation 

Administration” intended, to start work at WYNNUM in the next two years, on a separate sewerage system to serve a 

population of 41,676 persons at a cost of £2,722,600.00.     (In 1928 a sewerage system for Wynnum was estimated to cost 

£500,000.00). 

     On May 26th 1961, Alderman Doyle (City Council Works Committee) announced that sites had been obtained for local 

treatment plants in Wynnum, but no start could be made on the design due to shortage of staff. So, in June 1961, members of 

the Wynnum community set up a local Wynnum District Sewerage Committee to push for the implementation of a sewerage 

system in this district.  The Committee found that the State Government had reduced the subsidy to the Brisbane City Council on 

sewerage works from 50% to 40%. 

     New Lord Mayor, Clem Jones, in 1961 pointed to the “City Council Citizen’s Municipal Organisation Administration”, 

which had been in charge for the previous 19 years. Clem Jones maintained that the Administration did not raise sufficient 

funding and had failed to carry out essential capital works.  This was the primary cause for lack of a sewerage system throughout 

all the Brisbane suburbs. 

     In his first week in office, Lord Mayor Jones investigated the whole sewerage system situation throughout Brisbane and 

defined a program so that everybody was aware of what is required to sewer a city and to know what was happening, when and 

where. (Courier Mail 30.04.1961)   In July 1961 he was given full support to look for sources of loan money for use to pay to 

sewer Brisbane.  In the 1961-62 City Budget, the new administration provided more funding for the construction of sewerage 

systems. 

     By 1964 work was already in progress on a £1,538,300 scheme in Wynnum to provide a sewerage system to cater for 21, 

400 persons, and the first houses were already connected to the scheme in Wynnum. 

    “By 1980 75% of Brisbane may be connected to a sewerage scheme.“  This statement was made in the press, followed a 

report by medical authorities that there was a current outbreak of gastro-enteritis!  (Courier Mail 4 Jan 1964)                Trove 
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What’s On!                                         February/March 2026 

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Stroll along the Foreshore.      WMHS Publication       Donation 

Ride around Wynnum, Manly and Lota. WMHS Publication       Donation 

Mangroves to Moorings re-visited.                 Myrtle Beitz     $35 

Lota House: Photos over 150 years .          Myrtle Beitz    $15 

Story of Lota House  1867 - 2017.           Myrtle Beitz   $  5 

Church Buildings of Wynnum Manly and Lota.      Coupland and Greenhill  $10 

Early Shipping in Moreton Bay. 1846 - 1859  Davenport and Mottram  $  5 

The Heritage Guide - over 90 sites to explore. Brisbane Living Heritage.  Free. 

 

Available at the 

Resource Room 

Weekdays 10am-Noon 

Email:  

jillg01@tpg.com.au 

 

WHEN WHAT WHERE Booking 

Wed 10 June 
2026 
12.30 - 1.30pm 

“Queensland 
Government House at 
Southport” 
Lindsay Close 

Commissariat Store, 
115 William St 
City 

Royal Hist. Soc 
Qld. 
$10 - Non-
Members. 

Wed/Fri 12/19 
June 2026 
9.30 - 5.00pm 

Exhibition Tour “Make 
a Scene”. 
Fashioning Queer 
Identity and Club 
Culture in the 90s. 

Queensland Museum 
Cnr. Grey/ Melbourne 
Streets, South Brisbane 

Free 

Friday 12 June  
10.30 - 12noon 

“Archives and Justice: 
Responsibility , Rights 
and future 
Possibilities.” 

Queensland State 
Archives, 
 435 Compton Road, 
Runcorn 

Free 
Book: Humanitix 

Sunday 21 
June 2026 
12.30 - 
4.30pm. 

Icons of Brisbane. 
Part 3. 
(Duhig, McCorkindale, 
Bonney, Welsby and 
Mayne family) 

St Joseph’s College  
285 Gregory Tce 
Spring Hill 

$15 
(Includes 
Afternoon Tea) 

Thursday 25 
June 2026.  
10 - 11am 

“The History of St 
Helena Island” 
Ian Patterson 

Wynnum Library 
145 Florence Street 
Wynnum. 

Free. 
Book: 3403 2199 

Fri - Sun  
10 - 12 July 
2026 
12pm - 9pm 

35th Annual Abbey 
Medieval History 
Festival 

31 The Abbey Place 
Caboolture. 

Free but limited. 
Book on Line.  

Thursday 30 
July 2026 
10 - 11am 
 

“Researching the 
History of your House” 

Wynnum Public Library 
145 Florence St 
Wynnum 

Free. 
Book 3403 2199 
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Wynnum Manly Historical Society Inc  
Postal Address: 9A Roseberry Parade, Wynnum West, Qld 4178 
Email: secretary.wmhs@gmail.com     Secretary: 0477 722 394     

Committee:  Tom Schultz, Elma O’Toole, Danny Fitzpatrick, Jill Greenhill, Myrtle Beitz, Ellen Coupland, Chris Seymour, and 
 Chiharu Tsurutani. 

Bank of Queensland at BSB:124012.  Society Everyday A/C 20139708, Resource Centre A/C 21781280. plus 2 Fxd-Term. 
Meetings: 6.45pm for 7.00pm. 3rd Thursday of the Month (except December and January)  

in Queensland Ambulance Auditorium, Cnr. Tingal Road and Cedar Street, Wynnum 
 

Resource Centre: Room 1.08, 105 Florence Street, Wynnum Q 4178  
 Open Weekdays 10am - Noon (Excl. Public Holidays) 

Librarian:  Jill.       

 Wynnum Manly Historical Society Inc 

Highlights from the recent Committee Meeting - Thursday 4th June 2026 

 

• The Constitution: to be updated to modern-day Model Rules, in particular 

with reference to grievances procedures. 

• The many references to renaming of Kitchener Park to be investigated. 

• Society now fully insured  through History Queensland for 2026/2027. 

• Membership number of the society at 4 June 2026 was 75 persons, plus 

  one nameless person. 

• Talk “Early Wynnum” was presented to Sixty and Better Club on 

Wednesday 27 May 2026. 

• Article from April’s Society Newsletter (McNulty family and the Order of 

the Rechabites) was reproduced in June edition of “Generation”, magazine 

of the Genealogical Society of Queensland. 

• We thank the member, who brought in her vacuum cleaner and thoroughly 

cleaned the History Room floor. 

• Digitisation of relevant local people is progressing. Sub-Committee to 

further discuss  the relationship between digitised records and the Website. 

• Talk to Forum Group, arranged for the evening of Wednesday  27 May 

was postponed to a later name, TBA, by the Forum  Club.  (State of Origin 

night!) 

• No new notifications of any member requiring a Thinking of You greeting, 

but Society (Secretary) needs to be informed. 

• A raffle donation has been received from Bunnings. 

• The new Brisbane City Council Heritage Trail soon to be released? 

• The book, gifted to the Society by recent speaker, Auntie Chrissy, is 

available for perusal in the History Room. 

• Society plaques, out in the community on heritage buildings are in a poor 

state of  readability.  Maybe renew and repair same by applying for a local 

grant. 

• “History Queensland” (HQ), the overarching organization over 

Queensland’s Local History and Genealogical Societies has 132 affiliated 

organisations, of which 122 hold insurance through HQ.  

• Change of “Back Page “ of this Newsletter in accordance with Privacy 

Laws. 

 “We acknowledge the Traditional Owners - the Quandamooka People - and the land on which we 
operate.   We pay our respects to Elders, past and present.” 

We thank our Patrons,  
Joan Pease  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and 
Alex  Givney 

 
 
 
 
 
 

for their ongoing  
encouragement and  

support 

We thank our  
Sponsors and Donors 

Bunnings 
 
 
 
 

Iona 
 
 
 
 
 

Cartridge World 
 
 
 
 
 

Ede’s Salon 
 
 
 
 
 

Taste the Aroma 
 
 
 
 

Coles 

 


